The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater
Documents the true story of two Oakland
high school students, a white girl from a
privileged private school and a black
youth from a school overshadowed by
crime, whose fateful interaction triggered
devastating consequences for both, garnering national attention and raising
The Awakening of Malcolm X
by Ilyasah Shabazz and Tiffany D. Jackson
While in Charlestown Prison in the 1940s,
young Malcolm Little reads all the books
Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas
A gang leader's son finds his effort to go
straight for the sake of his child challenged by a loved one's brutal murder.
Dear Justyce by Nic Stone
Incarcerated teen Quan Banks writes letters to Justyce McCallister, with whom he
bonded years before over family issues,
about his experiences in the American
juvenile justice system.

House Arrest by K.A. Holt
While under house arrest for one year for
stealing a wallet, young Timothy keeps free
-verse notes on his life in a court-ordered
journal as he deals with having a sick
Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults)
by Bryan Stevenson
In this very personal work--proceeds of
which will go to charity--Bryan Stevenson
recounts many and varied stories of his
work as a lawyer in the U.S. criminal justice
system on behalf of those in society who
have experienced some type of discrimination and/or have been wrongly accused of

Monster by Walter Dean Myers
While on trial as an accomplice to a
murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon
records his experiences in prison and in
the courtroom in the form of a film
script as he tries to come to terms with
the course his life has taken.

Orbiting Jupiter
by Gary D. Schmidt
Jack, 12, tells the gripping story of Joseph,
14, who joins his family as a foster child.
Damaged in prison, Joseph wants nothing
more than to find his baby daughter, Jupiter, whom he has never seen. When Joseph
has begun to believe he'll have a future, he
is confronted by demons from his past that
force a tragic sacrifice.
Punching the Air
by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam
(of the Exonerated Five)
Amal Shahid has always been an artist and a
poet. But even in a diverse art school, because of a biased system he’s seen as disruptive and unmotivated. Then, one fateful
night, an altercation in a gentrifying neighborhood escalates into tragedy. “Boys just
being boys” turns out to be true only when
those boys are white. Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, Amal is convicted of a crime
he didn’t commit and sent to prison. Despair and rage almost sink him until he turns
Returning to Normal by Patrick Jones
When his father returns to Boston after serving 10 years in federal prison, Xavier's anger explodes
on the baseball field. Suddenly, it seems that it will be less likely that he will achieve his dream of
playing in the major leagues and more likely he will follow his father's path.

Somewhere in the Darkness
by Walter Dean Myers
A teenage boy accompanies his father, who
has recently escaped from prison, on a trip
that turns out to be a time of often painful
discovery for them both.
This is My America by Kim Johnson
Tracy Beaumont writes letters to Innocence
X asking the organization to help her father, an innocent Black man on death row.
After seven years, Tracy is running out of
time: her dad has only 267 days left. Then
the police arrive in the night, and Tracy's
older brother, Jamal, goes from being a
bright, promising track star to a thug on
the run, accused of killing a white girl. As
Tracy investigates what really happened
between Jamal and Angela down at the
Pike, she uncovers their Texas town's racist
Two the Hard Way by Travis Hunter
Star high-school quarterback Romeo has everything on the right track until his older brother Kwamé gets out of jail, their absentee mother returns
to their lives, and Romeo's girlfriend Ngiai wants a serious relationship.

Tyrell by Coe Booth
Fifteen-year-old Tyrell, who is living in
a Bronx homeless shelter with his
spaced-out mother and his younger
brother, tries to avoid temptation so
he does not end up in jail like his faUpstate by Kalisha Buckhanon
Antonio is 17 years old and in prison. His
girlfriend, Natasha, is left alone and facing
a future without him. For ten years they
send desperate love letters to each other
knowing that a future together is near im-

